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Guetoay, Mey 3. 1692. 


Queft. 1. N the Hiftory of the ATHENIAN 
SOCIETY, publifht laft Week, ‘tis 
(aid, that the Members of that Society de- 
fin to infert in their Mercuries a formal Challenge to 
Vice. Now I defire toknow whether twill be writ in Profe 
or Verle, and when we may expect it ? d 
Ax{w. This Challenge (which the Querift menti- 
ons) will be writ in Verfe, and is to be continued 
from time to time in our Poetical Mercuries, a Speci- 
men whereof we fhall infertin next Tuefdays Mercury. _ 
Queft. 2. You are defired to tell, what unqueftioned Popifh 
Authors do juftifie the killing and depofing of Kings to be 
lawful, by the Popes Authority, it being generally held by 
Proteftants to be a Popifh Tenet, but denyed {o pofitively by 
fome Papijts, that one of them has promifed to renounce that 
Religion, the day it can be made appear: Your {peedy anfwer 
to this may be of great ufe to the publick, as well as to my par- 
ticular Friend ? 
An(w, ThisDepofing Doétrine is not grounded upon the 
Scripture, or Cuftom of Nations: but if a King difpeate 
the Pope, or favour the Doétrine of Chrift, or its Pro- 
feffors, that’s enough to excommunicate him, and then 
his Subje€ts are abfolved from Allegiance if the Pope 
pleafes, thé this is but Brutam fulmen. Colterus, Molina, 
Saunders, Cufwell, and many more Jefuits juftifie this 
fort of depofing ; but the extent of their Doétrine is 
beft Learned from * Pope Xistus, 
who 1589. Sept. 2. made an Oration 
in his Confiftory, in Commendation 
of the Monk that had done that me- 
morable A@ to ftabb King Henry the 
III. at the head of his Army, whofe hand God guided, 
and the King perifhed in his Sin (his Sin was he fa- 
voured the Proteftants) by this Religious Man, fo he 
calls this Murtheg d Pope Pius by his Bull command- 
ed Q. Elizabeth’ ds to rebel! againft her, becaute 
{he promoted the primitive Worfhip of Chrift and the 
Apoltles, and not the Novel upftart worfhip of the Pa- 


ifts. 

Quel 3. Knowing that you are commonly wont to an{wer 
Mif{cellaneous Queftions, Ihave mide the nore bold once to of- 
fer toyou, it may be one of the mojt intricate and difficult Que- 
ftions in Philojophy, that is, Whether Matter be infinitely di- 
vifible or no ? ' 

Anfw. This Queftion is already anfwer'd in Vo. 1. Nu. 
2c. Q. 16. 

Quelt. 4. How Abraham going for Canaan after the days 
of his Father, could be but 75 years old, Gen. 12. 4, 5. when 
his Father livd2os years,Gen. 11. and he was born in bis 
Fathers 7orh. year, ¥.26. 

Anfw. We have already faid fomethifig on this Head, 
but we can’t promife it was fo fatisfa¢tory as this Ac- 
count of it, for which we are Oblig’d to an unknown 
hand, whofe kindnefs we are ready to acknowledge. 

1. Moft plain it is, that (7) Haran, out of which 
he came, is the very fame Name and place with yaspzr, 
Charran, compare the Hebrew Text with the LXx. 

2. Itisthen as plain, that at 75 years old Abraham 
went out of Haran, or Charan, or Charran, into Canaan, 
Gen. 12. 4, 5. called by Stephen, the Land in which you 
now dwell. So that the Queftion recurrs, That feeing 
his Father was dead when he came into Canaan, how 
he could be no morethan 75 years old ? 

1. That in the Samaritan Copy ( which Bp. uber with 
fo much coft at laft procur’d ) Terabs Age is fet down 
to be 145. and that granted, the doubt vanifheth. 


* This Speech was 
Reprinted at London 
in the Late Popifh 
Plot. 


At Terab’s 70. year he is born. 
Addtothat 75 of his own Age. 
It makes 14s. the Age of Yerah, after which 


immediately he goes out of Charran into Canaan Or elfe, 


2. You muft anfwer from the Text that fpeaks of 4- 
brthams Birth, Gen. 11.26. Terab liv'd 79 years, and be- 
gat Abram, Nahor and Haran; by fuppofing that Abram 
thé mention’d firft, Ratione dignitatis, was not Terah’s el. 
deft Son, but that at 70 years old he begat Haran, or 
Nahbor, and Abraham in his 130th Year, (you have fuch 
an Inftance in the Sons of Noah, tho’ Faphet was the 
firft born, yet Sem is always put firft, becauf* in him 
runs the line of Chrift. ) | 


Abraham born 130th. year of Terab, 
was 75 years old,when he went out of 
(Hares, 
which makes 205. years of Terah’s Life, immedi- 


ately after the expitation of which, he goes out of Haran 
Into Canaan , 


Queft. 5. Gent. If you defign for the future to treat of 
Witches, 8ec. take thefe few Obfervations along with you : 

“That an Appearance of Perfous both of Good and 
“Evil Life in this World, hath been by Almighty Per- 
**miffion for fome extraordinary Endof deteéting Mur- 
“der, Recovery of Eftate, ec. and ftill may be. 

“That the ftrange Notices of the Deaths and Births 
“of Perfons and Families have bin, and are very con- 
“fonant to the Effences ofour Creator. But, 

“‘That the Feats of Witches and Devils in hurt to 
“ Mankind, and the more Innocent perfons ; immediate 
“ poffeflions of the Devil, and all outward and bodily 
“ violence of the Devil, by himfelf, or his Witches, or 
“that there are any fuch People who can invifibly, or 
“at diftance endammage any Perfon, is utterly de- 
““nyd, and eafie to be prov’d againft the Effence of 
“God Almighty, as has very judicially by various 
*Perfons been made appear in Print, and fcarce any 
“ famous Story of Witchcraft, ec. but has been deteét. 
“ed to have been Artifice, or Natural. 

“Gent. Pray obferve the differences in fupernatura} 
“* and Natural appearances, and that any thing afcertain- 
“ed for Truth, difagreeing with Divine Truth, may not 
“ be taken notice of, fuch I take the Power of Witches 
“* Devils, and Poffeffions, ¢’c. to be, which if you are not 
“ofthe fame mind, it is expeéted you make a Learned 
‘and clear proof to the contrary of what I affert, and 
“maintain d by divers very Learned and good Authors, 

An{w. Sir, We return you our hearty Thanks for the 
Advice and Inftruétion we have receiv'd from you, as 
well as feveral other perfons, and defire your pardon that 
we can't fub{cribe to your third pofition, andcou'd with 
that in the fecond you had exprefs’d your felt fo, that 
we might have hada clear Idea of what you mean by 
confonant tothe Effences of our Creator ; if you mean, be- 
coming the Nature and Wifdom of God, we agree with 
you in that as well as the fr/f: We with we cou’d an- 
{wer the latter end of your Letter to your Satisfaction, 
which we fhall endeavour, after we have reduc’d your 
third pofition into 2 Heads : 


1. Witchcrafts (fo fuppos’d) areeither Artificial or 
Natural. 7 

2, That Perfons are not. -fitire by Devils or Witches, 
are not poflefs'd by Devils, nor fuffer any Bodily 


Violence. 


Againft the Firft we offer thefe Arguments : 

t. All Nations can’t agree and confpire to find out 2 
word expreffive of a Non-entity, as Witchcraft is, if 
there be no fuch thing ; but we find no Nation or Lan- 
guage whatever without fome word expreflive of the I- 
dea we have of Witchoraft, therefore there’s more than 


Nature and Artifice in’t. 


2 


It wou'd have been difagreeable to the Wifdom 
Juftice of Gat Almighty to have made a particular 
Law to deftroy Witches,if either there was none fuch, or 
if fuch, cou’d not have éafily been difcover’d by humane 
knowledge from an Artifice, or the effects of Nature. 

3. If there be no fuch thing as Witchcraft, all Legifla- 
tors, Juries, Witneffes, nay and thoufands of Witches 
themfelves who have dy’d for’t, and at their Execution 
confefs'd themfelves guilty of their Charge, have acted 
unac¢ountably, which is impoffible, therefore there’s 
fomething beyond Nature or Artifice. 

Obj. A great many notorious Stories under that Name, have 
bin difcover’d to be meer Trick and Fuggle ? 

An. We grant it; but its il Logick to fay, Some are 
Tricks, Ergo all are Tricks, We believe the greateft part 
may be juftly reckon'’d amongft idle Stories, but the 
many credible Inftances we have, that have all the at- 
teftation that any thing that comes under the cognizance 
of our Senfes can be capable oi, affures us that there 
are fome true Inftances. 

Againft the third we offer thefe Arguments. 

1. The Scripture gives Inftances of Perfons that have 
been hurt by Devils, as Fob, have been potfets'd, as Ma- 
ry Magdalen ; have {uffer'd violence, as he that was thrown 
fometimes into the Fire, and fometimes into the Wier : Now 
if thefe things have been, it ought to be prov’d how 
and when the Devil Joft this power, or elfe this Confe- 
quence is very fair, thefe Inftances may yet be. 

2. That a Spirit can aét upon Bodies, ( tho’ we don't 
know, fince matter is not apply’d to matter in order to 
motion ) its plain, from every mans own Experience, 
who finds that his Soul wills, aéts and moves his Body, 
the manner of the motion comes not within the difpute, 
the Queftion is, whether they move at all. 

Obj. There's no reafon why innocent perfons fhou'd be fub- 
3° to the power of the Devil? 

An{. Fob was, and thoufands have been, and yet are, 
for fuch ends as God in his Wifdom and Juftice thinks 
fitting ; che fame Objeétion was made to our Saviour, 
Why a Man fhou'd be born blind, before be bad fined, if you 
pleafe confule our Saviours anfwer. As for that paf- 
tage in the laft pofition, which {peaks of peoples being in- 
vifibly in a place, we don’t at all believe ic ; and we have 
credible Inftances enough by us to perlwade us that 
Witches are deluded, and think they go Fournzys, eat, drink, 
revenge themfelves, turn inte ftrange fhapes, &c. when ‘tis 
nothing elfe but the Devil, and that they atthe fame 
time lie in their Chamber, or fomewhere elfe exanimated, 
infenfible of burnings, cuttings, @’c. has been often 

try’d upon ’em. 
- — And now Sir, if you, or any other Gentlemen will be fo 
kind asto fend in your Objections againft what we have 
here offer’d, we'll be fo juft as to print ‘em without 
any difadvantage, and our farther Antwegs to ‘em. 

Queft. 6. Tis a great while fince I fent you a melancholly 
account of my condition, hoping fome relief fromyou, but bither- 
to I have been difappointed. Hard Fate! when neither Heaven 
nor Earth relieve us, were it the heavieft misfortune the World 
could have laid upon me, I cou'd have been content ; but this 
marrs all my Foys, and breaks my peace, yet, ab! can I not 
o'recome it : If I retire from bufine|s and Company, and fall to 
fludy, alas, all my pray’rs and tears are too too weak, I fall a 
facrifice to the Tempters allurements, and my own lufts ;there’s 
no fin I more abhorr than this, and none Ifo often commit ;how 
often have I wifh'd for Death ? (and fometimes almoft thought 
of haftning it) when I reflect on the horrid aggravation of that 
fin in me : Be no longer filenas but affit me both by your dire- 
ction and pray'rs, who am, if redeem'd by the blood of Chrift the 
moft ungrateful on Earth, and if I have not an Intere/t there, 
the moft miferable of mortals ? 

Anjw. We have treated upon feveral fuch Queftions in 
one large Anfwer, as we take it tisin the beginning of the 
34. Vol. the Queft. is fomething about habits, as, Whetber 
Habtis may be broken; there the Nature of good and il] ha- 
bits is confider’d, and the beft Remedies we cou'd think 
of laid down, whither we referr our Querift. 

Queft. 7. Not long fince Bbad a very great occafion for a 
certain Jum of Moneys, and having no Acquaintance in Town 
where I could borrow it for fuch a time as I wanted it, I 
cheated my Mafler of the fame, at the expiration of the time I 


made up 4 greater fum, (and gave it to bim for goods, which 
were never fold) in our Books, which will be fome moneys cleap 
profit to him when we come to caft up our Accounts: Query 

Inyour Opinion whether or no this is a Sin beforeGod Almighty, 
and whether I can be pardoned for the {ame without Repentanwe ? 

Anfw, We look upon the Ation not at all juftityable 
to difpofe of another Mans money, ¢s. without his 
knowledge, thé with a fincere defign of reftitution, fince 
twas a tranfgreflion of the Golden Rule, Do as thon woud’{t 
be done by ; poffibly the money might have bin wanted 
before the time it cou’d have bin repaid ; as it isthe Cir- 
cumftances of the aétion attenuates the fault, and’tis ve- 
ry well there’s fo much fincerity and honefty as to make 
Reftitution : We don’t think you oblig’d ever to menti- 
onit tohim, forthe World is reflective ; only thus much 
beg God Almighty’s pardon for to inconfiderate an Aéti- 
on, and do fo no more, and you may be affured your in- 
nocence will be as fecure as your Credit. 

Qu. 8. Ibeing at ibis time under fome Affliction, I hearti- 
ly defire your confideration therein, and to give me your fpeedy 
thoughts on the matter, viz. I now living with a Father and 
Mother which have not proved (o kind to mae as I expettéd, did 
fome time fince make a Vow to go fromthem, and 10 take hold 
of the firft opportunity that I might get a Decent and hone f 
livelihood by, which now offering, am unwilling to break my 
Vow, tho fomething defirous to ftay with them notwithftanding 
they continue in the fame unkindne{s: Now ! would defrre you to 
favour me with your Inftruction for my better cuidance therein ? 

Anfw. Your Vow does not oblige you, jor your Bo- 
dy is the Goods of your Father, and you can’t lawfully 
difpofe of your felf without his knowledge and conient, 
fo that you ought to beg God Almighty’s pardon fur 
your Rafhnc{:~- only thus far, if your Father compells 
you to ill aétions, and you fee no probability of diffwa- 
ding him from it, we believe you may lawfully difpofe 
of your felf, but you’d beft be well advis’d, and take not 
your own Counfel as to the matter of Fact, whether it is 
juft or not, and whether ’tis a fufficient occafion for fush 
an unhappy choice. 


oF The Queftions concerning Trifcunia Patritiorum,&cc. 
St. Pauls Rapture, thofe words of a certain Author, 
Certum eft quia impoffibile eft, the knowledge of Men 
and things, Mr. Boy/es monthly Leéture, a Chriftian 
Magiftrates tolerating the Jews, the prononncing 
of V Cogfonant by the old Romans, &c. hall be al} 
an{fwered next Saturday. 


CF That Scheme of Enquiries propofed by the 
Athenian Society to all ingenious Gentlemen, and o- 
ther Inquifitive perlons, containing Inftruétions in 
order to forma Body of the Natural, Artificial, and Ci- 
vil Hiftory of England, and Wales,Scotland,and Ireland, 
with the Foreign Plantations thereunto delonging, 
may be_ had Gratis of F- Dunton at the Raven in the 
Ponltrey till the laft day of the prefent Term, that 
fo by a free Diftribution of thefe Papers, tlus ufetul 
Undertaking may be the more generally known, 


Adbertifements. 


He Banquettiug-houfe, or a Feaft of fat things: A Di- 
vine Poem, opening many Sacred Scripture Myfte- 
ries. Profitable fer all who would attain to the faving 
Knowledge of God and of Jefuus Chrift : And fufhicient to 
fl the Sou! with Joy, and ravifh the Hearts of all true 
Chriftians. Written by Benj. Keach, Author of War with 
the Devil. London, Printed for F. Hancock in Castle-alley at 
the Weft end ofthe Royal Exchange in Cornbjll. 


* * The Modife Penman, or a New Copy Book, con- 
taining variety of al] the ufual hands now practifedin 
England. With Directions, whereby any Perion may 
attain to write any of thofe Hands, with little practice. 
Likewife excellent Receiprs for making feveral forts of 
Ink, and other Curiofities. By William Elder. The fecond 
Edition with additions, price 1 s. Sold by Chr. Coningsby at 


the golden Turks head in Fleerftreet over ag‘ S. Dun/can's Ch. 


. £OND ON, Printed for Foun Duntor at the Raven in the Poultrey, 1692. 
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